
 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem and Christians 
believe he was God’s son. Mary was his mother 
and Joseph was engaged to her at the time. 

The elements of the Christingle have a 
symbolism 

The orange represents the world. 

The candle reminds Christians of Jesus whom 
they believe to be the light of the world. 

The red ribbon goes all round the 'world' and 
being the colour of blood, reminds Christians 
that Jesus died. 

The four cocktail sticks are the four seasons  

The sweets (or sometimes dried fruit) remind 
Christians of God's gifts to the world   

Incarnation:  
God becoming man or literally being 
“made flesh 

 

Christingle:  

 

An ornament made in many homes and 
church at Christmas with significance 
to each part of it. 

Symbols are still used today e.g. the 
Christingles, a star or angel on the top of the 
Christmas tree. 

Christians may also have a “crib” or nativity 
scene in their own home to remind them of 
the elements of the Christmas story. 

Many Christians will attend Church services 
over the Christmas period to commemorate 
the birth of Jesus. 

What symbols are meaningful to me? 

What could I use as symbols to portray 
things that are important to me in my 
life? 

Is it important that others understand 
my symbolism or is it something 
personal that only I comprehend? 

Could Jesus heal people? Did he perform miracles or is 
there some other explanation? 

Christianity 3 

The concept of Incarnation is that Jesus 
became man and lived among men and 
women. As part of his ministry, narrated in 
the New Testament of the Bible, Jesus 
performed many miracles. 

 

The miracles included in this enquiry are 
based on healing (rather than some others 
which create e.g. food and drink). 

 

Jesus uses saliva to heal the man born blind, 
and builds on the faith of the friends to heal 
a paralysed man. 

 

 

Incarnation: God as man 

Disciples: Jesus’ special friends 

Miracles: acts that Jesus performed during 
his lifetime which evidence to believers that 
he was truly God. 

Pharisee: Strict follower of the Jewish faith 

Baths: Areas for cleansing near the temple 
where there would also be beggars asking 
for money due to afflictions. 

Their belief in the Trinity means that many 
Christians understand Jesus to have 
powers that no ordinary man could, 
because he is one with God. They may 
pray to Jesus or God to perform miracles 
today as they believe he is eternal and 
with them in their daily lives and can help 
with problems. 

How do I feel about miracles both then 
and now? 

 

Can I think of any modern day 
occurrences which could be described 
as, or which I believe to be, 
miraculous? 


