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English as an Additional Language (EAL) Policy

This policy applies to the whole School including the EYFS.

1. Introduction

1.1. All pupils need and have a right to feel safe, accepted and valued in order to learn.
For pupils who are learning English as an additional language this includes
recognising and valuing their home language and backgrounds.

1.2. Ripley Court School considers bilingualism to be a strength and that EAL pupils make
a valuable contribution to the School community. A whole school approach is taken,
including ethos, curriculum and education against racism and promoting language
awareness (refer to Equal Opportunities Statement - Pupils).

1.3. A member of staff is nominated to co-ordinate EAL information. At present, this is
the SENCO.

2. Aims and Objectives of this policy

2.1. This policy is a statement of Ripley Court School’s aims and the strategies used to
ensure that EAL pupils fulfil their potential. The School will:

e Ensure that it meets the full range of needs of those children who are learning
English as an additional language. This is in line with the Equality Act 2010.

o Welcome and value cultural, linguistic and educational experiences that pupils
with EAL bring to the School.

e Help EAL pupils to become confident and fluent in speaking, listening, reading
and writing English.

o Encourage and enable parental support in their child’s progress by supporting
language development at home.

o Be able to assess the skills and needs of pupils with EAL and to give appropriate
provision throughout the school.

2.2. Most EAL pupils needing additional support do not have SEND. Should SEND be
identified, EAL pupils have equal access to the School's SEND provision. If EAL



pupils are identified as AGT (Able, Gifted and Talented) they have equal access to
the School’s provision.

3. Working together

3.1.

3.2.

3.3.

Ripley Court’s EAL pupils come from a variety of countries and speak a range of
languages. In most cases, our EAL pupils are likely to be the only speaker of their
language in their class. Admissions Forms enquire as to the language(s) spoken by
the child and any other language(s) spoken at home. As a small school with good
pastoral care, Ripley Court is very strong in supporting every pupil and making them
feel valued.

Staff will be made aware of pupils’ linguistic background and competency in other
languages, previous educational experience, family, religious and cultural
information. This helps staff to work together with families to make sure that home
languages and cultures are incorporated within the classroom.

The School is aware that for some parents/guardians, English can also be an
additional language and that their proficiency in English may vary. This is considered
by staff when communicating with home.

4. Key principles of additional language acquisition:

4.1.

4.2.

4.3.

4.4.

4.5.

EAL pupils take part in the full curriculum programme of study and all staff have a
responsibility for teaching in such a way that children with EAL can access the
curriculum. Teaching and support staff play a crucial role in modelling uses of
language.

Access to learning requires attention to words and meanings, especially in each
curriculum area. Meanings and understanding cannot be assumed but must be made
explicit.

Knowledge and skills developed in learning the first language aid the acquisition of
additional languages.

Home languages of all pupils and staff are recognised and valued. When planning
the curriculum, teaching staff should be aware of the linguistic, cultural and religious
backgrounds of the School’s EAL pupils.

Although most pupils acquire the ability to communicate very quickly on a day-to-
day basis in English, the level of language needed for academic study is much deeper
and more detailed and can require some support for up to 10 years. Language
develops best when used in a purposeful context across the curriculum. Teachers
should therefore provide support through the use of technology, video or audio
materials and allow pupils to use electronic dictionaries, or iPad APPs to help with
quick translations.



4.6.

A clear distinction is made between EAL and Special Educational Needs.

Planning, monitoring and assessment

5.1.

5.2.

5.3.

5.4.

5.5.

6.1.

Many EAL pupils are proficient in English when they arrive at Ripley Court but some
require more support. Where necessary, an informal EAL baseline assessment will
be offered to parents/guardians for their child on entry. This assessment will support
teachers in making reasonable adjustments to make sure that EAL pupils have
differentiated resources to enable them to participate in the class.

Where appropriate, the School uses The Bell Foundation Assessment Framework for
assessing each child’s levels (Bands A-E) in listening, speaking, reading and viewing
and writing. Children are supported using The Bell Foundation Support Strategies,
the TEFL programme at the child’s level or through play in a language rich
environment in the younger years, where appropriate.

If a child with EAL is identified as needing support, targets are formulated and
reviewed regularly through the use of a support scheme. Provision is co-ordinated
by the SENCO who is the School’s nominated EAL lead. The SENCO liaises with
the Headmistress, Deputy Head, Director of Studies and relevant form teachers.

The School may also request support from Surrey’s REMA (Race Equality and
Minority Achievement) team of teachers and support workers who are able to
support families in their first language.

Progress in the acquisition of English is monitored and assessed regularly. This
may be achieved by using the EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) profiles, CAT
(Cognitive Abilities Tests) scores and standardised scores for reading and spelling.
Consideration and sensitivity is given to the appropriateness of testing EAL pupils
at the earlier stages of English acquisition.

. Teaching strategies

The School employs the following teaching strategies:

¢ Classroom activities have clear learning objectives and use appropriate materials
and support to enable pupils to participate in lessons.

o Key vocabulary, use of language and forms of text are identified. Word banks
can be a useful starting point.

e Pupils have access to effective staff and peer models of spoken language.

e Opportunities for role play and drama to enhance speaking and listening.

o Additional visual support in the form of gesture, posters, pictures and objects.

o Additional verbal support in the form of repetition, modelling and peer support.

e Use of collaborative activities involving active participation and purposeful talk.
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o Discussion provided before, during and after reading and writing activities.

7. English as an additional language in the Early Years Foundation Stage

7.1.

7.2.

7.3.

For children in our EYFS department whose home language is not English, the School
takes reasonable steps to provide opportunities for children to develop and use their
home language in play and learning, supporting their language development at home.
The School also ensures that children have many play-based, language rich learning
opportunities to learn and reach a good standard in English language, ensuring
children are ready to benefit from the opportunities available to them when they begin
Year 1.

When assessing communication, language and literacy skills, the School assesses
children’s skills in English. If a child does not have a strong grasp of the English
language, staff will explore the child’s skills in the home language with parents and/or
guardians, to establish whether there is cause for concern about language delay. This
will be supported by the Early Years team and the SENCO, who will draw up a plan
of support for home and school, with input from other professionals, such as Speech
and Language Therapists or SCC SEND advisors.

Please also refer to the School’s Early Years Policy.
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